
Advocacy – Tourism Funding May 2017 

The SCCC wrote to Hon. Paula Bennett in May seeking additional long term funding for tourism 

infrastructure on top of the recently announced $100m over the next four years. 

“The SCCC congratulates the government on the Budget 2017 announcement providing $178 m 
package for tourism infrastructure and concurs with your statement that “Tourism is hugely 
important to New Zealand. It creates jobs and brings in billions of dollars to the economy. That’s 
why it’s important that we keep investing so we continue to attract high-value tourists and give 
them and amazing visitor experience” 
 
The Tourism Infrastructure Fund will provide $100m over the next four years in partnership with 
local councils and is an excellent step in the right direction, however this will not be sufficient to 
meet the needs of this burgeoning industry over the longer term. Aligned with the feedback from 
the Tourism Industry Association “$100m per year would have been ideal to push tourism 
forward”. 
 
The SCCC applauds the government on recognising the significance of this issue and the 
design of the fund however we encourage the government to consider additional sustainable 
funding based on the scale of the tourism industry and the contribution being made to our New 
Zealand economy. 
 
Based on information released by Marketview extracted tourism electronic card spend at 
electorate level for year ending December 2016 – Waitaki sees total tourism expenditure 
$1,056,797,366 with a fairly equal split of domestic expenditure of $517,142,160 and 
international expenditure of $539,625,196, while the Rangitata sees $336,57,676 split with 
domestic expenditure of $252,440,366 and international expenditure of $84,137,310. 
 
With the ever increasing number and spend of international visitors and the huge demand on 
smaller Councils the government is encouraged to continue to review the available funds and 
look to implement an additional longer term funding model, whether through a tourism levy, a 
portion of the gst collected or another methodology.” 
 
At the time of writing the government has indicated it will look further into this matter and a 
response is awaited.  
 

  


